
 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 16th February 2016                              

 

  

    

Raglan 

Primary School Newsletter 

Dear Parents, Carers, Governors and Friends, 

I cannot believe that we are half way through the school year already! This half term has 

been a bit of a mixed bag – lots of improvements and positive things happening across the 

school, but also some sadness. Mrs Barbara Squires, a long-standing teacher in the 

Language Class, lost her son very suddenly just before Christmas, and is currently on 

bereavement leave. Last week was CHD (Congenital Heart Defect) awareness week and 

the school community, on Friday, were wearing red and raising money in support of this 

worthwhile cause. Thank you all sincerely for your donations towards the Evelina London 

Children’s Hospital, who continue to care for children with CHD and their families. We 

have managed to raise £537.76 – go Raglan! 
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2HR dressed in red for CHD awareness day at Raglan. 

We have begun to look at the way reading is taught throughout the school. We aim to raise the 

profile of reading here at Raglan and ensure that the children leave us as fluent, enthusiastic 

readers.  As part of this drive we are reviewing and improving the  book provision in classes and 

also in the library so that the children are able to bring home high quality texts to share that 

really develop a passion for reading. 

This year we are getting book crazy to really promote the love of reading. We are… 

Dressing up as our favourite book characters for World Book Day- 

Thursday 3rd March 2016 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples 

of Learning Journals 

 

 

 

 

This term, as you know, we introduced new Learning Journals and other exercise books across 

the school.  I hope you were able to see the improvements to the presentation of your child’s 

learning when you came in for parent consultation meetings this week. The children take great 

pride in sharing their books in school and we know the staff are also very proud of all the hard 

work the children are putting into their learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

Holding a…    Book Festival 

During the week of 18th April 2016. Where every day there will be fun events and competitions 

all based on a love of reading. 

 

Watch this space for all of the details! 

Friday we said good bye to Stephany Bull, who has worked in the library here at Raglan for 16 

years, we wish her well in her retirement and thank her for her dedication over the years.              

Going forward we are very fortunate that one of our parents has kindly started the enormous 

task of going through all of the books in the library ‘weeding’ out tatty or out of date books.  

We will keep you informed about future plans. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see, we really want the marking to make an impact on your child’s learning. 

The children really love the way they can easily see what has been a success and what 

they need to do to improve further, this has been a big hit!  

We have reviewed the way we mark the children’s work and the way we give feedback to the 

children to move their learning on. At a recent ‘book look’ across the ALC, where all of the 

Headteachers looked at a sample of books from each school, our books were praised for the 

quality of the learning and the detailed marking and feedback that takes place. I hope this 

improvement was also clear to you when you looked at your child’s books.  

Teacher highlights the WILF (success criteria) to 

show what the children have understood (in pink) or 

need to continue to work on (in green.) 

At a glance, the teacher can assess and decide what 

needs to happen next to progress the learning. 

Tickled Pink – where the children have met the 

criteria. 

Green for Growth- something to improve/edit or 

maybe a challenge or question to answer. Purple Polishing Pen – children respond to the 

marking in a special purple pen so that the teacher 

can see their responses quickly. 



 

 

 

 

Year 3 had a Seawig parade and celebrated their excellent Home Learning with a Seawig party! 

Quality Home Learning in the Learning Journals. 

 

 
We have also reviewed Home Learning. Key Stage One children are now able to choose 

from a half termly Jig Saw of learning activities, this has proved very popular with both 

the children and parents and the quality of the Home Learning has been fantastic.  

We have also introduced a more consistent approach across Key Stage Two. Each class 

teacher now sends home clear expectations regarding home learning, detailing the day 

that the learning will be given and when it needs to be returned. Clear guidance is also sent 

home detailing the focus of the learning which is always linked closely to the current 

learning in their class and the interests of the children within the topics. 

Home Learning may not always be returned as it is often now put into the children’s 

Learning Journals and marked by the class teacher, which the children are thoroughly 

enjoying. The Home Learning will be marked but not to the same detail as the learning that 

takes place in class.  

Thank you for your continued support. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you a very happy half term and to also thank 

you for your continued support. 

We have been really delighted with the very positive comments made by parents during the 

Parents’ Evenings and thank all those parents who volunteer and have been working on 

various projects around the school this term. Your help and support is invaluable. 

 

 

 

Staff and governors have also begun working on developing a shared vision for Raglan. 

It is very important that Parents are involved in this as well and so this will be the focus 

of the next parent forum on March 2nd 2016– further details to follow. 

 


