
 

 

 

 

 

   Thursday December 10th 2015   

 

  

Raglan 

Primary School Newsletter 

Dear Parents, Carers, Governors and Friends,  

Christmas has well and truly arrived at Raglan!  

The tree looks splendid in the reception area. The Post Box is now available in school for 

Christmas cards. Please put the first and last name of the child that the card is for, as 

well as their class name so that the post people are able to deliver each card successfully. 

The Annual Senior Citizen party was a wonderful event, with more than 50 senior citizens 

attending. Year 6 organised it all and provided the entertainment with singing and dancing 

from across the decades, including a spectacular rendition of the Charleston and the Jive! 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. A big thank you to all of the parents and the 

Year 6 staff team who helped make it such a great event. 

Upper Language Class attended a special showing of the pantomime Aladdin at the 

Churchill Theatre and haven’t stopped talking about how much they enjoyed it. 

The Nursery shared their Christmas performance with parents and friends, they looked 

fabulous and sang beautifully, it was a lovely occasion and it was great that so many family 

members were able to attend. 

And lots more to come next week … Key stage 1 are currently rehearsing madly for the 

first performance of their Alien Nativity – the dress rehearsal was very successful today. 

The children are having their Christmas lunch today -  Kelly, our school cook will be 

arriving at 6.00am to begin the enormous task of cooking lunch for over 400 children!! 

Own clothes day this Friday, organised by FOR- KS1 are asked to bring in a donation of 

chocolate and KS2 some type of bottle – all contributions will go towards the tombola 

stall at the bazaar. 

Santa’s Grotto and the Bazaar takes place this Saturday, you are still able to book the 

last remaining spaces to visit Santa if you have not already done so. 

Thank you for all your continued support at this busy time of year. 
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Lots of learning too! 

Year Two went to the National Portrait Gallery, where they explored 

the lives of Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole through paintings. 

The gallery staff were very complimentary about the children’s art 

skills and their exemplary behaviour. Well done! 

Year 5 were off to the British Museum as part of their learning about 

Vikings, the children researched and sketched artefacts and enjoyed 

looking at the Sutton Hoo treasures.  

Congratulations to Simran Mathura who has passed Grade 1 Violin and 

Jathushan Vathanan who achieved distinction in grade 3. It is lovely to 

have so many talented musicians at Raglan.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 

KS1 DVD order – last 

day for orders is 

Wednesday, please 

send in slip and 

money to the office. 

KS2 Carol Concert -

16th December, 

please send in slip to 

confirm your child 

will be attending. 

Christmas Jumper 

Day – 18th December, 

children wear school 

uniform with a 

Christmas jumper 

and bring a £1.00 

donation. 

Thank you 

Volunteer readers 

We are very fortunate at Raglan that so many parents regularly support the school in so 

many different ways. This week, in response to a question raised at the Parent Forum, we 

held a meeting for all of the parents who support the children in school with reading. This 

was a very well attended event and was an opportunity to explain our approach, clarify how 

we support children with their reading and answer any questions. At the meeting, a parent 

asked for clarification about some of the terminology and vocabulary that we use with the 

children so I thought it might be useful for all parents to have a glossary of the terms we use 

when teaching phonics.  I have attached a sheet with this information to the back of the 

newsletter.   

Thank you to all of the volunteers who were able to attend the reading meeting, I hope you 

found it useful. We will be holding further meetings in the New Year for all parents to 

explain in more detail about how we teach literacy and numeracy. 

If you are able to commit to spending time in school and would like to volunteer, we would 

love to hear from you. Please speak to your child’s teacher about this. 

 



Phonics Terminology 

 The following are words used in phonics teaching.  

blend (verb) To put individual phonemes (sounds) together to read a word e.g. sh-i-p  blended together makes 

‘ship’.  

common exemption words These are high frequency words that are the ‘tricky words’.  They are words which may be 

exceptions to spelling rules, or words which use a particular combination of letters to represent 

sound patterns in a rare or unique way, for example ‘because’. 

digraph  Two letters, which together make one sound.  

A consonant digraph contains two consonants: sh ck th ll  

A vowel digraph contains at least one vowel: ai  ee  ar  oy  

grapheme A letter or a group of letters representing one phoneme (sound), for example: sh, ch, igh,  

grapheme–phoneme 

correspondence (GPC) 

The relationship between the smallest units of sound in speech (phonemes) and the letters which 

represent those speech sounds (graphemes). 

high frequency words (HFW) These are the words which appear most frequently in written material, for example ‘and’, ‘the’, 

‘as’, ‘it’.  

oral blending 

 

Hearing a series of spoken sounds and merging them together to make a spoken word – no text is 

used. For example, when a teacher calls out  ‘m-a-t’, the children say ‘mat’. This skill is usually 

taught before blending printed words 

phonemes The phonological units of speech. A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a word. There are 26 

letters in alphabet .But most varieties of spoken English use about 44 phonemes. 

phoneme frame This is used to support  segmenting and spelling words.  For example this  

phoneme frame with 3 boxes     would be used for boat as it  

has 3 phonemes so the one phoneme is entered in each box (b-oa-t). 

phonemic awareness The insight that every spoken word can be conceived as a sequence of phonemes.  

phonics Instructional practices that emphasise how spellings are related to speech sounds in systematic 

ways. 

phonological awareness The awareness of sounds within words, as demonstrated in the ability to generate rhymes and 

rhythms. Usually the basis of phonemic awareness. 

segment (verb) To split a word into its individual phonemes in order to spell it, for example the word ‘boat’ has 

three phonemes b-oa-t 

sound buttons These are used to support blend a ‘button’ is drawn under each grapheme phoneme 

correspondence, each phoneme is then sounded out and blended together.  For example 

 
 

split digraph A digraph in which the two letters work as a pair to represent one sound but are split, for 

example a-e in make or i-e in site. 

syllables The ‘beats’ in a word. Words with one syllable are monosyllabic. Those with two or more are 

polysyllabic. 

VC, CVC, CCVC, CVCC Abbreviations for vowel-consonant, consonant-vowel- consonant, consonant-consonant-vowel-

consonant and consonant-vowel-consonant-consonant. Used to describe the order of letters in 

words. 

word discrimination The ability to identify words in a stream of speech. 

trigraph  Three letters which make one phoneme (sound).  E.g. igh        dge  

 

swim train mixer 


