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02 March 2021  

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

 
As you will be aware the government announced earlier this week that all primary school 
children should return to school on March 8th. We are really looking forward to welcoming 
all of the children back to school. It has been such a long time since some of the children 
have been in school and we can’t wait to see them again. 
 
We are currently looking at how we can ensure that everything is in place for the 
children’s return and we have asked the DfE for permission to close next Friday afternoon. 
I was hoping that I would be able to confirm this in this letter, unfortunately I have not had 
a response yet. I will let you know as soon as I do. 
 
I know that some parents may still be feeling anxious and to be honest, so are some of the 
staff. However cases are now falling and an increasing number of people have now 
received the first vaccine which is encouraging. I would like to reassure you that we will 
also continue to follow the government guidelines and all of the safeguards that we put in 
place in September will remain. We are mindful that we did have an increase in the 
number of cases just before half term so want to ensure that we are doing everything we 
can to minimise the likelihood of anyone contracting the virus. The updated Trust risk 
assessment is available to read via our website. 
 
I know that the children will also be experiencing a variety of emotions about returning to 
school and this is perfectly normal. However, it is important that the children do return to 
school, to support their learning and also to enable them to socially interact with their 
peers and the staff, which is important for their wellbeing. We will be offering pastoral 
support to all children, through PHSE lessons and additional support to any child where a 
need is identified. 
 
Things will be very much as they were when the children were last in school in December, 
so not yet a return to the usual school experience and I ask that you explain this to your 
child so that they are prepared when they return on Monday 8th March. Below is a link to 
a social story that is on our website that you may find helpful to share with your child.   
See Link.  
 
 Class teachers will also remind the children about the expectations on the first day, with 
particular regard to handwashing and good hygiene. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://raglanprimaryschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Going-back-to-school-after-closures-Raglan-sent-to-all-children-revised-March-21.pdf


 

 
 
 
 
 
We are continuing to operate a staggered start and finish time to minimise unnecessary close  
contact between the children and also between the parents. I will send a separate letter at the 
 beginning of next week reminding you about the start and finish time for each class and the entrance  
and exit points to the site. It is important that your child arrives at the allocated time and is collected  
at the allocated time to avoid congestion and that you follow the entry and exit system that is in 
 operation.  
                                                                                                                                                 
Restrictions around social mixing remain the same – and we ask that you adhere to them when  
on site and when in the wider community. Parents are not currently able to enter the building so  
do speak to the senior leader on the gate if you have any concerns or messages to pass on. One 
parent or carer will be able to come on site in the afternoon to collect the children, but please  
adhere to social distancing guidelines and we ask that you continue to wear a facemask when you 
are on the school site.  
 
If your child requires medication, we ask that you take this to the front entrance, ring the bell and 
a member of the office team will come and collect it from you. 
 
If you would like your Yr 6 child to bring a mobile phone to school, a clear, sealable bag will need 
to be provided to store the phone in. Phones must be given to their teacher at the beginning of the 
school day and must not be used on site. 
 
May I politely request that you try to ensure your child comes to school with only essential items that 
they need and that they remember to bring everything with them, it is quite disruptive to the office  
when the office staff have to go to the main door to collect items that children have forgotten to bring. 
 
The younger children are not able to follow the social distancing guidelines expected of adults. To 
 mitigate against this, children will be in a class or year group ‘bubble’. The bubbles will remain  
separate as much as possible and will remain in their classrooms as much as possible. Each bubble  
will have a separate break time and lunch time. 
 
 The children will sit in the dining hall with their class bubble to eat their lunch. The usual menu will 
 be available. The cost of school lunches until the Easter break, for children returning to school will 
 be £40.50, unless you are entitled to free school meals. There is no charge for children in Reception 
 or KS1. 
 
 As we are in the process of changing over payment systems, please hold off making payment until  
we inform you that the change over is complete. 
 
It is still not possible to have any whole school gatherings, so assemblies will still take place virtually. 
 
Children will be required to wash their hands on entry to school, before and after lunch, after break,  
following PE and music sessions and at any other times that equipment has been shared. Children  
will also be asked to come into school in their PE kit on PE days. Details of the PE day for each class 
will follow next week. 
 
The classrooms will be arranged as they were last term, with the tables facing forward, so that the  
children are not facing each other. Staff will be required to maintain a distance of at least one metre 
 from the children and may choose to wear a face covering. 
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We aim to restart After School Club, Breakfast club and additional extra- curricular activities after       
 the Easter Break as they all involve the children mixing across bubbles, something that we are keen 
 to avoid until we see the impact of all children returning to school.  Enrolment forms are available  
on the website. 
 
If your child has have any symptoms of COVID you must keep him/her at home and inform the school.  
If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or a high temperature or has  
a loss of taste or smell we will contact the parent and ask them to collect their child. You will then be 
required to self-isolate and should arrange to have a test. If there is a confirmed case of COVID in  
school, parents will be informed and we will follow the advice from Public Health England. 
 
Thank you for your support over what has been a difficult year for everyone. We are optimistic that  
the school will remain open for all children going forward, but in order for this to happen it is  
important that we all continue to follow the government guidelines and advice. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all again on March 8th. 
 
Kind regards  
 
Kath Margetts and All the Staff 
 
 


