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The Language of the week after half term is Ukrainian
Hello

Good Morning

Good Afternoon

Pryvit

Dobroho ranku

Dobryy den

Привіт

Доброго ранку

Добрий день

Dear Parents / Carers, Governors and Friends,
I hope you all had an enjoyable half term. This is certainly an unusual beginning to Novemberno firework celebrations as the country is once again in ‘lockdown ‘ until at least December 2nd,
but at least schools are remaining open this time round.
We are taking the heightened alert level seriously and would like to thank all of the parents
and carers who are now wearing face coverings on site. As the guidance now states that you
can only meet one other person even when outdoors it is also important that you maintain social
distancing while on the playground and that your children remain with you at all times – there is
still a minority of children running around the playground while waiting for siblings and this is
causing anxiety to some people.
Unfortunately all after school clubs, apart from Safari Care Club and Breakfast Club have
been suspended following the new restrictions. If you do require After School Care there are
currently a few spaces available, booking details are on the website.
This year we are unable to hold our usual open mornings for Prospective New Reception
parents. Instead we have put together a video to show parents a bit about Raglan. I would like
to say a big thank you to our Yr 6 House Captains and to Amelia and Francesca who did a
fantastic job of narrating and starring in the video. This will be available for viewing on our
website very shortly.
Thank you to everyone who took the time to reply to the survey about Remote Learning. As is
said in the last newsletter, we received 63 replies and thank you for all of the positive
comments and thanks that were included in the responses.
The majority of parents responded that they found See Saw easy to use, however 20% said
that they did not, comments included ‘ a bit clunky and difficult to use’ ‘ not intuitive at all, and
very difficult to navigate’ ‘fiddly to draw the boxes to put text in’.

92% of parents said that In the event of further school closure they would find virtual live lessons or prerecorded lessons helpful, with a minority of parents saying that they would like live virtual lessons, but most
saying that they would find pre-recorded lessons more helpful as the children could then work at their own
pace and pause if needed. Also this would help working parents as it would be easier to allocate time for
home learning and time for work if the lessons could be accessed throughout the week.
There was a mixed response to the amount of learning – some parents felt there was too much and some felt
not enough, similarly to the amount and quality of feedback – the majority said very helpful, with comments
such as ‘ the teachers comments were so helpful, it really encouraged them but when I said anything it didn’t
have the same outcome’ and ‘ the positive comments and messages from the teachers were so important and
really helped to motivate the children to persevere’ but 30% said they did not find it helpful, comments
included’ a comment on a piece of work is no substitution for a teacher speaking in person to their pupils’ and
‘ not detailed enough – very generic’
In the parental comment section there were several comments about how helpful it would have been to have
more face to face interaction with the teacher and also that it would have been helpful to have had a more
consistent offer across the school.
Overall the majority (73%) said that in the event of further school closure they would prefer to use See Saw,
with 31% saying they would prefer paper copies and 76% saying they would also like some pre-recorded
lessons.
Thank you once again for taking the time to complete the survey and for all of your comments. As a result of
your responses we are now looking at how, in the event of a further lockdown or a ‘bubble’ closing we can
provide a more consistent offer across the school with more pre-recorded lessons which will include more
opportunities for the children to ‘see’ their teacher.
The booking is now open for our remote parent consultation meetings and will close on Sunday. I hope you
have all been able to access it and make your booking – please do speak to one of the senior leaders on the
gate if you are having problems or contact the school office. If you do not have the required technology,
please also make contact as it is important that all parents have the opportunity to find out more about their
child’s learning and how you can support them.
Monday was an Inset Day for staff and staff received initial training about unconscious bias and how to
promote race equality and counter racism. This has opened up honest discussion and dialogue and further
training is planned. We are also keen to engage with parents about this and will be in touch very shortly
about how we plan to make this happen.
This week we reintroduced hot lunches, for the first time since September. Lunch time now spans from 11.30 1.30 to ensure that all of the children can be seated in the hall at different times so that the ‘bubbles’ do not
mix. All of the tables and all of the seats need to be cleaned each time they have been used and in order for
the timetable to work it needs to run like a military operation. This was not quite the case on Monday and
Tuesday. The senior leaders all helped out, each working a two hour lunch shift and with all hands on deck it
was successful in the end. This was the first time that our Reception children had been up to the serving area,
chosen their lunch and carried their own trays back to their tables and they were all amazing – adjusting to
the new routine very quickly – well done Reception children. Throughout the week we have made adjustments
to the arrangements and thankfully by today things ran much more smoothly and I am confident that next
week it will all run like clockwork! A big thank you to our wonderful kitchen team and to all of our midday
meal supervisors for their positivity and flexibility.

Have a good weekend
Kath Margetts and All the Staff
Please see information about our book fayre below and also some pictures of the books we have bought with
the money that the book fayre raised last time. The new books have been carefully selected and feature
diverse characters, so that all of our children are able to see themselves represented in the books that they
read. The books are all now in the classrooms or the library and the children love them.
Please also see the photographs below that give an insight into some of the learning that has been
happening at Raglan this week. More photos are available on Twitter and Instagram.
This Sunday is Remembrance Sunday, a day to commemorate the contribution of British and Commonwealth
military and civilian servicemen and women in the two World Wars and later conflicts. Poppies have been
available to buy in each class room and will still be available on Monday. Please send any donations in with
your child.

SCHOOL DINNERS - KS1/2
Hot school dinners resumed on Tuesday 3rd
November. The new menu is on the school website.
KS1
If your child/children are moving from a packed
lunch to school dinners, or the reverse, please ensure
that their teacher is made aware.
KS2 Only
The cost for the period Tuesday 3rd November to
Friday 18th December is £76.50.
Payment for school dinners is due on Tuesday 3rd
November. Please visit the School Gateway on the
Raglan website to make your payment.
KS1/KS2
If your child/children are moving from a home
packed lunch to school dinners, or the reverse,
please ensure that their teacher is made
aware. School dinners and packed lunches cannot
be mixed.
We are looking forward to trying the new school
menu provided by our fantastic kitchen team.

Thank you for your continued support.
Have a good weekend,
Kath Margetts and all the Staff

BOOK FAIR
The Scholastic Book Fair has arrived! Due to the current situation, we are unable to run the Book Fair as
normal. However, the children have visited the Book Fair and viewed the books in their class bubbles.

A letter and order form has been sent via Schoolcomms and a catalogue of all the books can be found on
the website. If you would like to order any of the books, please complete the order form and return it to
school by Tuesday 10th November so that we can process your order. You can make a payment directly to
Scholastic via a telephone system or through the Schoolgateway payment system.
Thank you for continuing to support the Book Fair – the school receives reward money from every book we
buy. Here are some more of the books that we purchased this year using the reward money. We chose
books that feature diverse characters for every classroom, so that all of our children are able to see
themselves represented in the books that they read.

Year 3

Although Black History Month was in October, we wanted to share Year 5’s absolutely
brilliant Home Learning about influential black people from history and the present day.

Unfortunately, we are unable to welcome you into the school for Parents’ Evening this term
but here is some of the children’s wonderful learning from the first half term!
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