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The Language of the week next week is Greek
Hello

Good Morning

Good Afternoon

Ya su

Kalimera

Kalispera

Dear Parents / Carers, Governors and Friends,
We have had another week with lots going on here at Raglan. Mr Kane has been rehearsing
with the children in preparation for our virtual Christmas Carol Concert which will be filmed
next week. We would love the children to wear either a Christmas jumper, if they have one, or
a brightly coloured jumper for the filming – but please do not buy anything special. The classes
are being filmed on different days so please see the timetable below so you know which day
your child needs to wear their jumper. Details of how to access the virtual concert will be sent
out next week.
Christmas or brightly coloured jumper timetable
Monday 30th
Tuesday 1st
Wednesday 2nd
Thursday 3rd
November
December
December
December
Year 4
Year 5
Reception
Frogs
Year 1
Year 6
Sharks
Year 2
Year 3
The children have maintained the required social distancing while rehearsing, but will be
standing together for the short time that they are being filmed.
Thank you to all of the children who wore odd socks on Monday – to remind us that we are all
unique and all special and that we’re all a piece in the puzzle, and together, we’re united
against bullying! Please see the photos below.
This week we have started the Phonics Screening Check with the children in Year 2. This is an
assessment that the children usually take in the Summer Term of Year 1, but as they were not all
in school the government delayed it until this term. The results of the screening will be available
for parents as part of their Spring Report. Well done to all of the children who have all their
done their very best.
Next week we will be relaunching the Children’s University for children in Years 3 – 6. Please
see the attached flier for more information. I will be explaining this to the children in more
detail at our Virtual Assembly on Monday.
Although things continue to be different in school, we will try to bring as much Christmas cheer
to the end of term as possible. Members of the FOR have been busily sorting out the Christmas
cards designed by the children and these should have come home with your child today – if you
haven’t received them don’t panic yet as a couple of classes were doing PE or Forest School at
the end of the day so will bring them home on Monday.
The teachers will be staying after school on Wednesday to decorate the Christmas tree kindly
donated by Mr O Neill, Betsy’s Dad and also to decorate the school.

If the children would like to write Christmas cards for their friends and put them in the class post box they are
welcome too. The boxes will be opened each Monday, so that the cards are able to ’quarantine’ over the
weekend. The last posting day in school will be December 11th.
Some parents have asked me whether school staff will be able to accept presents. The answer is yes, as in a
similar way to the way the children’s cards will be put in ‘quarantine’ so will any presents given to staff
Christmas lunch will take place as usual on Wednesday 16th December and classes will either watch a film or
a virtual Pantomime on Thursday 17th December, instead of the class parties which we are unable to have this
year. The children are welcome to wear their own clothes on this day. Father Christmas has said that he will
still be able to visit on this afternoon to deliver class presents, which is good news!
The FOR are also exploring the possibility of an outside Grotto, so fingers crossed, more details to follow
soon.
As we are currently unable to welcome prospective Reception parents to look round the school, we have put
together a virtual tour of the school instead. Thank you to our Year 6 House Captains and our Year 6 ECO
Reps. for helping with this. Our virtual tour is now available to view on the school website, so please take a
look. A massive thank you to Graham Moody, Dad of Sophia, Isabella and Luca, who has once again
updated the School Prospectus which he so wonderfully designed for us a couple of years ago. This will be
available on the website very soon.
Unfortunately, even though it is confirmed that we will be going into Tier 2, we have taken the decision not to
reopen after school clubs this term, as the children who would attend the clubs are from different ‘bubbles’
and we want to keep the risk of infection as low as we can , especially as we approach Christmas.
This week there has been an increase in the number of children arriving to school late, and arriving with
missing PE shoes, no coat, water bottles and lunches. Each time parents arrive at the main doors, a member
of the school office is required to go to the door to collect children or the items. We are trying to keep
everyone safe and would ask that you try to ensure that children arrive to school on time with everything that
they need for the day as this minimises the risk of mixing. If your child forgets their water bottle we have
cups that can be used for the day and if your child forgets their lunch, a lunch will be ordered for your child.
Thank you for helping keep our office staff safe.
A few parents have asked about whether the children are able to wear ankle boots as the weather gets
colder. It does seem as if the choice of plain black winter shoes that cover the foot is very limited for girls so
plain, black ankle boots will be allowed, such as the one below. This does not include calf-length boots or
Doctor Martin style boots.

I am very sorry to inform you that Joanne Ford, a long standing and much loved member of teaching staff,
died peacefully in her sleep on Friday 13th November after a long illness. She was a class teacher at Raglan
for over 20 years and then returned as a 1:1 support teacher and mentor for newly qualified teachers.
Joanne and her family have lived in the local area for many years and have a long standing connection to
Raglan. Her mother worked in the school office and Joanne and her older brother both attended Raglan as
pupils. Joanne’s two daughter’s Adele and Nicole were also pupils here at Raglan.
Joanne was a brilliant teacher; quiet, hardworking and dedicated. She supported so many children and her
particular strength was with children who found aspects of learning a challenge. She was able to present the
learning in different ways that enabled all children to achieve academically and develop a positive selfesteem. Joanne continued to support others, even when things were very challenging for herself. She was an
inspirational woman and will be greatly missed.
We have started a collection for her chosen charity Great Ormond St Hospital, if any parents or friends of
Raglan would like to donate please send the money in an envelope via your child to the school office. Our
thoughts are with Joanne’s family at this difficult time.
Thank you for your continued support.
Have a good weekend,
Kath Margetts and all the Staff

On Monday we wore odd socks to school to highlight that everyone is
unique. Pandas are all proud to be unique!

No Pens Day Wednesday
This Wednesday, we put down our pens and spoke out about the importance of spoken
language and listening skills for No Pens Day Wednesday! Throughout the day, the children
had the opportunity to practise their spoken language and listening skills.
Year 4 used their speaking and listening skills to solve Maths problems.

Year 3 focused on storytelling and made their own finger puppets and theatres, using them
and their spoken language skills to retell traditional tales – sometimes with a twist!

Frogs used their speaking and listening skills to reach the middle of the maze!

We are proud to say that Raglan School have been a Children’s University Partner for 6
Years.
Would your child be interested in becoming part of the Children’s University at Raglan
Primary School?
WHAT IS THE CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY?
The Children’s University believes that children can and
do learn anywhere, when doing all sorts of activities, and
particularly when they decide what they want to learn,
when and where, and most importantly, have FUN whilst
doing that learning. Children’s University encourages
children to become involved in many different experiences,
it rewards their energetic participation and their inquisitive
minds.

YOUR CHILD’S ‘PASSPORT TO LEARNING’
Each child will have their own Passport to Learning, cost £5.00, as well as
access to their own E –passport on line. Children can travel around the
local borough, London and the UK with their Passport to Learning,
collecting stamps in recognition of their learning as they go. Within the
passport, children collect stamps each time an event or venue is
attended, or when a learning activity outside of school hours is undertaken.
Learning does not just take place in the classroom. Children learn new things in all sorts
of places; lunchtime and after school clubs, at museums, on nature walks…any
validated learning destination will gain a stamp in your child’s passport.
The whole idea behind the Children’s University is to encourage children to develop new
interests and join in new activities, and then we celebrate and reward their
achievement with a graduation ceremony where proud families watch their child in
University Caps and Gowns receive their awards.
HOW TO GET INVOLVED
If your child is in Year 3 - 6 and they are interested in becoming a member of the
Children’s University then please complete the application form and return it to your
child’s class teacher or email it back to the school office. You can find the form on the
school website.
Children's University Application Form

Year 3

Scrumptious Christmas Meal
The Christmas meal will be on 16th December.
Meals will be staggered to ensure we are able to
follow guidelines for cleaning and social distancing.
Children in KS1 receive Universal Infant Free school
meals, therefore no payment is needed.
If your child is in KS2, and they are not currently
having school dinners, but would like one on this
occasion, please make your payment of £2.25 on the
schoolgateway by Friday 27th November.

Midday Meal Supervisors
Position
We are looking for Midday
Meal supervisors to work at
lunchtime supporting children.
Additionally we are looking
for supply cover for this role
to help on an ad-hoc basis.
Please visit the website under
the News & Events/Job
Vacancies tab for more
information about the role and
an application form.

We have space available in Breakfast Club and Safari
Club. If your child has not attended before please
contact the school office as you will need to fill in
paperwork.

Thank you to the parents who came into school a couple of weeks ago with all the
dinosaurs, Playmobile and other play items for the Safari club.
Also thank you to the parent who donated all the Lego! These have been shared
around the school.
Thank you to the parents of Alice and Harry Fletcher for the toys and also to the
parents of Jasper and Ava Simpson for the air hockey table.
We are always grateful for the donations to the school.
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Call or text 07940 380373 to arrange a delivery free of
charge!

