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The Language of the week next week is Hebrew
Hello

Good Morning

Good Afternoon

Shalom

Boker tov

Shalom

Dear Parents / Carers, Governors and Friends,
It is beginning to feel a bit like Christmas at Raglan.
Our virtual assembly on Monday was all about Advent. Advent is an important part of
the Christian calendar. It means ‘coming’ and it’s the period before Christmas which
celebrates the birth of Jesus.
The teaching staff stayed late on Wednesday evening to decorate the school and the
Christmas trees, one kindly donated by Mr O Neil and the other from Spencer at
Protocol, one of the supply agencies that we use.
All of the classes, apart from Sharks Class have now been filmed singing their Christmas
Carol and Mr Falmer is busy collating the individual film clips into one performance.
Filming of Shark Class has been delayed until Thursday as they have been self isolating.
We look forward to welcoming them back to school on Wednesday December 9th.
Please look out for details, coming very soon about how you can access the Carol
Concert.
The classes now hove their individual post boxes in place, so children are welcome to
bring in Christmas cards for their friends. The closing date for posting is this Friday
December 11th, to enable the cards to be ‘quarantined’ before being delivered.
You should have received the FOR Christmas newsletter earlier in the week. This
detailed all of the activities that the FOR have organised during this Christmas Lockdown
period. If you are able to take part in any of the competitions detailed in the newsletter
or buy any raffle tickets we would be very grateful, as all money raised goes directly
to support the children in school.
The virtual pantomime that is happening in school in the last week of term was only
possible by funding from the FOR.
This week we practiced our Invacuation procedure. This involves making staff members
aware of an emergency and moving pupils, staff members and visitors to the most
sheltered areas within the building. It was important that we practiced this term as we
have recently had all new doors and glass partitions fitted and we needed to make
sure they all functioned correctly.

An alarm sounded, that signified the start of Invacuation (a very different sound to the fire alarm)
and the staff immediately locked their doors and then hid with the children under the tables in their
classrooms until they were informed that the threat had passed. The practice went very smoothly and
the children were all amazing and responded very quickly and sensibly. Well done children.
You may remember that last year I wrote to you to inform you that Wellbeing was going to be our
number one priority on our School Improvement Plan and asked you to fill in a questionnaire about
how well you thought we supported Wellbeing here at Raglan. At the time, no one anticipated that
schools would be closed to the majority of children for such an extended period and that there would
be so many restrictions placed on our lives. Wellbeing of all, is now even more important than ever.
We continue to develop and promote Wellbeing in school, and are working towards achieving our
Wellbeing Award. This week we had our Interim Assessment to see the progress we have made since
beginning the process and to agree next steps. The assessor was very positive about everything that
we have in place and the support that we are able to offer to the children, staff and parents.
We will be sending out another questionnaire very soon for your updated views and it would be
great if you are able to take the time to complete it.
This week we were informed that there will be some changes to the testing and assessment
procedures for 2021. This is good news, and a recognition that although we are all now back at
school, things are still quite different from usual. Below is an overview of the changes that were
announced
For 2021, the government have removed:


all key stage 1 (KS1) tests



the key stage 2 (KS2) English grammar, punctuation and spelling test



the requirement to make and report teacher assessment judgements for science at KS1 and KS2



have delayed the statutory introduction of the multiplication tables check – schools may choose to take

and

part on an optional basis
Testing that will still take place:


the phonics screening check for year 1 pupils (and year 2 pupils who have not met
the expected standard previously)



KS2 English reading and mathematics tests



KS1 and KS2 teacher assessment (excluding science)

We will be in touch with further details very shortly.
The weather continues to be quite changeable at the moment. We ask that in the event of rain
children do not bring their umbrellas into school with them. Instead please would parents take them
home and bring them back when you come to collect the children. Unfortunately, we do not have the
space to store wet umbrellas and the children do not need to use them during the day.
In the event of snow or ice it will be necessary to change the entrance arrangements at the beginning
and end of the day.

The Premises Assistant only has sufficient time to clear one entrance before the beginning of the
school day. This means that only the entrances by the car park on Jaffray Rd will be open. KS1
parents are asked to enter the playground as usual via the pedestrian entrance and then leave via
the car park gates
KS2 parents we ask that you say goodbye to the children outside of the gate, the children then
enter the site independently through the pedestrian gate and then enter school through the KS1
entrance. This is to minimise the number of people at the entrances and reduce congestion so that we
are able to continue to social distance. Members of Senior Leadership will be at the gate to help
direct and notices will be on the other gates to remind you when changes are in place.
Please remember that we encourage healthy eating in school. Children should not bring in chocolate
bars as part of their packed lunch.
Finally, I am sure that you would agree that it was lovely to see Ms Wood in school on Thursday.
She will be in school again this Thursday as she is working towards returning in January. Welcome
back Ms Wood.
Thank you for your continued support.
Kath Margetts and all the Staff

Makaton Sign of the Week

Makaton uses symbols and signs either as a main form of communication or as a way to
support speech. At Raglan, we use Makaton to support our children’s understanding and
communication skills.

Frogs have been learning about the school building, identifying the old and new parts of the
building and how it has changed over time. They will be exploring the types of houses and shops in
the local area. For their home learning, the children have looked carefully at the buildings in which
they live and created a 3D model of their homes.

Reception have been exploring Stickman by Julia Donaldson! The boys created their very own
Stickman and Stickgirl!

In Science this week, Year 5 had lots of fun making slime and Oobleck to investigate the
properties of materials and irreversible changes, caused by chemical reactions.

Year 2 have been exploring The Magic Paintbrush by Julia Donaldson in their English lessons.
They painted their own characters and this week have been planning and writing their own
version of the story with the characters they created!

Here is the wonderful Christmas tree that Mr O’Neill donated to the school. The children are
amazed by how enormous it is and it has certainly brought some festive cheer to Raglan! Thank
you Mr O’Neill!

Call or
text 07940
380373 to
arrange a
delivery free
of charge!

We are proud to say that Raglan School have been a Children’s University Partner for 6
Years.
Would your child be interested in becoming part of the Children’s University at Raglan
Primary School?
WHAT IS THE CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY?
The Children’s University believes that children can and
do learn anywhere, when doing all sorts of activities, and
particularly when they decide what they want to learn,
when and where, and most importantly, have FUN whilst
doing that learning. Children’s University encourages
children to become involved in many different experiences,
it rewards their energetic participation and their inquisitive
minds.

YOUR CHILD’S ‘PASSPORT TO LEARNING’
Each child will have their own Passport to Learning, cost £5.00, as well as
access to their own E –passport on line. Children can travel around the
local borough, London and the UK with their Passport to Learning,
collecting stamps in recognition of their learning as they go. Within the
passport, children collect stamps each time an event or venue is
attended, or when a learning activity outside of school hours is undertaken.
Learning does not just take place in the classroom. Children learn new things in all sorts
of places; lunchtime and after school clubs, at museums, on nature walks…any
validated learning destination will gain a stamp in your child’s passport.
The whole idea behind the Children’s University is to encourage children to develop new
interests and join in new activities, and then we celebrate and reward their
achievement with a graduation ceremony where proud families watch their child in
University Caps and Gowns receive their awards.
HOW TO GET INVOLVED
If your child is in Year 3 - 6 and they are interested in becoming a member of the
Children’s University then please complete the application form and return it to your
child’s class teacher or email it back to the school office. Payment is made via the
Schoolgateway. You can find the form on the school website.
Children's University Application Form

Year 3

Christmas Tree Baubles and
Decorations
We would be grateful for any
Christmas tree decorations for our
school trees if you are having a
clear out of change of baubles or
ornaments.

Bromley Schoolwear
December 2020
I am writing to outline the current situation at the store.
Our trading has been very significantly depressed lately. We have been closed virtually all of
November. This is all of course due to the Pandemic and the restrictions imposed, and we
understand the reasons and the requirement to comply. Nevertheless, this has genuinely affected
our ability to operate as we have been doing on Bromley High St for the last 22 years.
We are putting in place measures to continue an efficient school uniform supply service.
We very strongly believe a shop which parents, carers and pupils can visit to try on and purchase
uniform, in the local High St remains a key element in our business. We also acknowledge that a
strong online presence is becoming more important and indeed popular. During 2020 website
purchases have been vital and sometimes the only way to buy goods as we have all become
aware.
Therefore, we have decided to refurbish our High St store to facilitate both Face to Face and
Online purchases.
We are beginning the process this week and work will be complete at School return dates in
January. Necessarily our shop will have to remain closed from now until then and we are asking
for your assistance at this time.
Although buying schoolwear is at its least popular at this time of year it is still important we have
availability for customers. If you could use your contact with parents system to advise them
of this arrangement it would really help. Our internet offer is available just no shop visits until
the new year. We will make sure our website reflects all of this and we will have a notice on the
store front
Trusting this all makes sense. Also that our commitment to continuing with a local store in addition
to a comprehensive online offer will remain the very best way to provide your schoolwear
Stay well and safe
Thanks
The FOR have a large quantity of
Dave Campion
Proprietor Bromley Schoolwear
second hand uniform for sale. Order
forms are available from the school
website on the FOR tab.
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