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Dear Parents / Carers, Governors and Friends,
The news this week that there is a possibility that schools might open more fully from March 8th is
welcome news. However this will be dependent on the continuing success of the vaccine
programme and the number of cases continuing to decrease, so we must all continue to follow the
guidelines to try to ensure that this does happen.
It is very disappointing that this week we have had to close two ‘bubbles’ in school, because of
positive Covid cases. This is a reminder of the importance of working together to try to minimise
the spread of infection. Please ensure that you are maintaining a social distance from other
parents when on site and that you ensure that your children remain next to you at all times to
minimise transmission of the virus.
May I also remind you that if you or your child has symptoms of coronavirus you must self-isolate
for 10 days from the time that the symptoms started. It is only if you have not had symptoms and
subsequently tested positive that the isolation period of 10 days starts from the date that you had
a test. If a member of the household has symptoms or has tested positive the other members of
the household must also self-isolate.
Thank you to all of the parents that are continuing to juggle work and support for their child’s
learning at home. We know this is not easy. There has been some really lovely learning taking
place this week, in school and at home – please see the photos below. Year 4 have also made
some wonderful shadoofs. A shadoof is an irrigation tool, that has been used in Egypt since
3000BCE.
Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week –the teachers will be posting some fun activities to
support the children – please look out for them.
A parent has expressed concern about the amount of screen time their child is now accessing.
Please do break up the time in front of the screen and give your child regular breaks when
needed.
At the governors’ meeting earlier this week, one of the parent governors asked about communication
during this period of restricted school opening. I thought it might be helpful to remind parents of
how to get in touch.
On the gate: Members of the senior leadership team are available on the gate in the morning and
in the evening – we are always happy to speak to parents.
Class teachers: The class teachers are available in the playground at the end of the school day.
Seesaw: If you would like clarification about the learning that has been posted.
Year group email: If you have any other questions about the learning.

Admin email: If you need to pass on any messages or for any other reason – an email to admin will be
delivered to the appropriate person.
Phone calls home: A member of staff may contact you to check how things are going or if they have any
concerns about your child’s learning.
Many parents have already been getting in touch with supportive and helpful messages either via Seesaw or
via the year group email and we thank you for taking the time to do this. We welcome constructive and
considered feedback, as it helps us to improve.
However, a minority of parents have sent some rather negative and demoralising messages to teachers which
does really impact on them when they are working so hard to support the children. It does seem that other
schools are experiencing a similar thing. Some head teachers have resorted to quite direct correspondence in
an effort to put a stop to such messages - please see below what one London Primary Head wrote to parents:
‘Parents now have the facility to message teachers directly via our online platforms to watch teachers teaching their
pre-recorded lessons and to comment in real time on live sessions. I hope you have found this unprecedented access
to teachers helpful.
However a number of parents have taken advantage of this new access to send highly critical messages of advice
to teachers about how to do their jobs and questioning their training skills and competence. Can I encourage all of
those particular parents, who now consider themselves to be educational experts, to sign up for teacher training at
their earliest convenience, since there are never enough teachers and I suspect many will be leaving the profession
after this year.’

He then went on to list the different access routes into teaching and included the links to the different options!
Perhaps he meant this to be funny, but it does seem like quite an extreme response; however, I share the
concern behind the message. Please take the time to think about the impact of what you are sending and
please do not post negative or personal messages. May I also ask you not to post negative comments about
members of staff on social media. The staff, like you, are doing the very best they can to support the children
in these challenging times. If you have any substantial concerns about the way learning is being conducted
remotely, you should share these with a member of the Senior Leadership Team or contact the Head Teacher
via the Admin email address.
The remote learning policy is now available on the website and via the link below. I hope you will find this
helpful; it details what you should expect from the staff and what the staff may expect from the children and
parents with regard to remote learning. School Policies – Raglan Primary School
Thank you for your continued support
Stay Safe and have a good weekend
Kath Margetts and All the Staff

Year 2 have been learning about the Great Fire of London. In Art, they have developed their sketching
skills and use of mixed media to represent the houses that were in London in 1666.

Year 6 have been learning about World War Two. Sky-Anna wrote this brilliant diary entry from the
perspective of an evacuee and read it in character!

The Year 6 children have also designed and created their own World War Two propaganda posters.

Year 3 have been exploring the book ‘The Happy Prince’ in their English lessons and Charles in Pandas
was inspired to write his very own book for his siblings! We hope you enjoy it as much as we did!

The Reception children at home and school have been learning about the number... 8! They have
represented 8 in lots of different ways – using numerals, words, pictures and manipulatives.

They children at school even made their very own Numberblock 8!

