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Dear families, governors, staff and friends,
This half terms seems to be galloping along. It is almost impossible to believe that next week is
the final full week of this term.
There has been a fantastic atmosphere in school this week, the vast majority of the children
have settled back into the routine of school life. We are continuing to focus on the wellbeing of
the children and are offering additional support to those who are finding it a bit more of a
challenge. If you do have any concerns about your child or anything that is happening in school
please do contact us – either by emailing the school office or talking to one of the members of
staff in the playground before or after school.
The children have all done some fantastic learning again this week, please see the photos below
for some examples. The children in Reception were looking at frogspawn and one of the girls
immediately drew the entire life cycle of a frog, with great attention to detail. She then brought
it to show me and explained all about it. Very impressive.
Sunday is World Down Syndrome Day. Each year
on the 21st of March we celebrate World Down
Syndrome Day. ... Sometimes people have an
extra 'sock' or chromosome and a person with
Down Syndrome has an extra copy of chromosome
21. Mrs Burgess will be doing an assembly
explaining a little more about this to the children
and we are inviting the children and adults to wear
odd socks.

Communication with parents is important to everyone here at Raglan and something that we are
always trying to improve. We would really like to hear your views about whether you feel
informed and included in what’s going on in school, whether you feel able to share your concerns
or ideas and whether the way we communicate works for you. We would also welcome your
thoughts about what is going well with regards to communication and ways that we could improve.
At the governors meeting on Tuesday it was decided to put together a questionnaire to find out
more about your views – this will be circulated shortly, the results will be shared with you and
then a working party organised to address the findings.
At the governors meeting it was also agreed to make some improvements to the front office to
improve security. We hope this work will be carried out in the Easter Break.
Our current premises manager Mark Bestwick is retiring at the end of term and moving to
Dorset. We wish him well in his new adventure and thank him for all that he has done here at
Raglan. We are delighted that Mr Guler will be joining our team in his place. He is experienced
in school premises having worked at both Ravensbourne and Clare House.

You should have received a separate letter earlier in the week explaining about the change from
School Gateway to Arbor. Please follow the directions in the letter in order to use Arbor, which goes
live from Monday. If you have any problems setting it up please contact the office and we will try our
very best to help you. We are still currently using School Gateway for certain things and this will
gradually be phased out until all bookings and payments are via Arbor. It is important to note that it
will not be possible to use School Gateway to make any further payments.
A Parent has asked if they are able to bring in chocolate on their child’s birthday. As part of our wish to
promote healthy eating and also because an increasing number of children have allergies it is our
policy not to give out birthday sweets or chocolate. At the current time we are also asking that only
essential items are brought in from home. Once the restrictions are eased, if you would like to
celebrate with the class in another way, such as sending in a favourite book for the teacher to read to
the class you would be very welcome.
Breakfast Club and After School Club are reopening after Easter, provided that infection rates continue
to fall. A letter has been sent out to parents who had places at these clubs to confirm if they still
require the places. Once these parents have confirmed their sessions the booking system will be
opened up to all other parents.
We have had confirmation that the External After school Clubs will also reopen after the Easter Break
and further information about them will follow shortly.
The clubs reopening is dependent on infection rates continuing to fall, so please ensure that you are
following the guidelines around mixing and social distancing. As you know we have already had to
close a bubble this week so it is very important that we all still follow the current guidelines. The
current guidelines state:
People are allowed to meet one-to-one outside in public spaces to socialise and not just to exercise. No social
mixing is permitted inside with other households, unless they form part of your bubble.
The message for the moment remains the same – the further you can keep away from other people, the less
likely you are to catch COVID-19 and pass it on to others.
COVID-19 spreads through the air by droplets and smaller aerosols that are released from the nose and mouth
of an infected person when they breathe, speak, cough or sneeze. The closer you are to a person with COVID-19
(even those without symptoms), the more likely you are to become infected.

We are aware that there are playdates taking place and also large numbers of families are gathering in
the park – this is not currently permitted and makes it more likely that infection rates will rise again
and that bubbles within school may need to close. I know that as the weather gets warmer the
temptation to be outside together is more difficult to resist, but it would be awful if at this late stage
restrictions have to be tightened again – so please stick with the rules that are in place.
From March 29th, the "rule of six" will be reintroduced, which will allow six people from up to six different
households to meet outdoors, not only in public spaces but also in private gardens. Also from Mar 29, organised
outdoor sport for adults and children will be permitted again. In addition two households will also be allowed

to meet outside. This will be in time for the Easter Break which is something to look forward to.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Kath Margetts and All the Staff

Year 2 had their first lesson with the cricket coach! They practised their catching and hand-eye
coordination skills before developing their batting skills!

Reception have had fun learning all about Bog Baby. They read the story and were delighted when
they received a special delivery- our very own Bog Baby to look after. They painted bog babies, made
bog babies out of playdough, retold the story in the small area and made their own bog baby books.

In Geography, Dolphins used the atlas to find the River Nile on a map of Africa and the countries and
cities it passes through. The children identified key features along its journey and then made their own
map of the River Nile's journey through Egypt.

Sharks have been learning about plants in Science. They have learnt about the parts of a tree and
used their knowledge to paint these beautiful pictures of trees. They talked about the parts of the tree
that they had painted.

Frogs have been reading the book, The Day the Crayons Quit! They have created their very own
crayons who are on strike! We have heard a rumour that the glue sticks are about to join them too! Oh
no! Hopefully Frogs will be able to persuade them to stay in the classroom!

Reception have had another very special delivery
this week! They have been learning about growing
and life cycles and cannot wait to meet their new
tadpole classmates! Today, they have been
developing their cutting skills and making frogs with
split pins to make the frogspawn feel more at home.

Coming
soon!

Households and bubbles of
pupils, students and staff of
schools and colleges: get
rapid lateral flow tests GOV.UK
About 1 in 3 people with coronavirus do
not have symptoms but can still pass it
on to others. Regular testing of people
without symptoms is important to help
stop the virus spreading and protect ...
www.gov.uk

Lateral flow tests are now available to families of children and staff in schools, and therefore parents
can apply for test kits.
This is the link to the guidance if you would like to share this with parents. There are a number of
ways that they can get kits, although the preferred option is to go and collect kits rather than having
kits sent out.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-schoolpupils-and-staff

White Rose Maths are offering a mini-series designed specially for parents and carers. The series is
presented by TV presenter, teacher and parent Michael Underwood and talks through the areas of
maths we teach, some of the models we use and it will think about how maths has changed. Maths with
Michael launches on Sunday 21st March.
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/

